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Our hypothesis is that there is a resurgence of the sacred today, and that this resurgence is linked to the collective survival of Humanity. 

Is this not an important challenge for the Churches ?

1. The sacred : what is it?

Definition according to Rudolf  OTTO’s Book. 

See Rudolf OTTO: The sacred.

2. The sacred and the collective subconscious choice for LIFE.

Humanity is not going towards a just participatory and sustainable society (“Jpss”). 

If we continue like today, Humanity could face its own extinction in one or two generations. We are indeed continuing to destroy more and more of our environment. Unhappily the many positive actions in favor of respect of the environment and ecology are just lessening the destruction but not really reversing it.  

Some like David Korten characterizes our economy as a “suicide economy”. He advocates for a “life giving economy”. 

But Korten is just the tip of the iceberg. Many citizens around the world are becoming more and more conscious the something has to be done, the we have to really rethink the basic assumptions of our western dominating vision of the world and of economy.

According to Paul H Ray, in California, and according the first measurements done by “Eurostat” in 1997, it seems that 25% of Europeans and US citizens are shifting systems of values, towards more respect for environment, family neighborhood, quality of life, rediscovery of the spiritual dimension of life etc. and in those 25% 66% are WOMEN. February 17, citizens have manifested all over the world against the war in Irak. It is the first time that those 25% have become visible worldwide, not only in US-EU.

Humanity is perhaps in a process of partly (25%) choosing for life, through the rise of the collective consciousness of its citizens. Millions of citizens are rediscovering the simple sacredness of life. They are choosing NOW for Life and survival of Humanity. They are rediscovering now that life is sacred. This is the most important rediscovery of the sacred today.

· David C. Korten: When Corporations rule the world Better & Koehler San Francisco 1995

· David C. Korten : The Post corporate world: Life after capitalism.  Berret & Koelher San Francisco 1998.

· US: Paul H. RAY & Sherry Ruth Anderson: The Cultural Creatives: How 50 million people are changing the world. Harmony Books 2000. 
· EU : Jean-François TCHERNIA, Les styles de valeurs des Européens, Research International, 13 av. de la Porte d’Italie, F-75640 Paris, Tél. : (33-1)44066565. E-mail : rifrance@research-int.com, octobre 1997.

3. The sacred and women.

As we have seen women are at the forefront of this movement in favor of life. (66%).

We are suddenly discovering that during 5000 years the sacred has been monopolized by males. The actual situation is unbelievable. In almost all religions on earth, women are denied any direct access to the sacred, and any say about the sacred. They are obliged to go through the males, and through the male logic, theology, rites, rules etc.

· See Sherry ANDERSSON: The feminine Face of God. Bantam Doubleday 1991.

· Riane EISLER: The Chalice and the Blade.

See also the very important transmodern reflexion of Muslim women in India and Pakistan, Iran. 

4. “Sacred pleasure”: sexuality and pleasure as sacred.

As Riane EISLER perfectly shows, Humanity has forgotten since 5000 years the sacred dimension of life, life giving, and sexuality as a sacred act of pleasure and life. Religions are too patriarchal, preferring to foster the sacredness of violent death and blood.

· Riane EISLER : “Sacred Pleasure: Sex myth and the politics of the body. New paths to power and love. ” Shaftesbury, Dorset, UK 1995, or Harper San Francisco, 1995.

5. Sacred and politics:

The West is modern. It is rational and secular. This means that sacred being not rational has to be discarded by modernity. The Foreign Ministries of the West tries to impose this secular approach to the whole world.

Western politicians seem incapable to grasp that there is still a lot of people worldwide who consider things as sacred, and even in the West, that their wives and children are struggling with new contents of the sacred. The rise of fundamentalism is just one symptom of this old and new presence of the sacred.


See books of 

· Martin MARTY, US main specialist of this Topic.

· European Commission/Forward Studies Unit: “Governance and civilizations: Report of a Brussels Seminar in May 1998.” Working paper of the Forward Studies Unit. Brussels 1998.

· Marc LUYCKX: “The transmodern Hypothesis: towards a dialogue of cultures” Futures, 31 (1999) 971-982. www.elsevier.com/locate/futures
6. The sacred and violence

René GIRARD is a lonely thinker. He has written books on sacred and violence, who contain a very stimulating reinterpretation of Christianity as being a religion of the overcoming of violence through the holy sacrifice of the victim. Girard has never received any teaching chair in France. He is teaching in Stanford California.

See Rene GIRARD: Violence and the sacred.

Some will criticize and say that Girard is still too patriarchal?

Let us debate.

7. The sacred and the youth:

Is the young generation not looking for new “celebrations”? Are those enormous gatherings around music not kind of new liturgies? Are songs like “Times are changing”. (John Lennon), not kind of new messages, who are touching young people deeply in their souls….more than Christian liturgies!

Is there not also a huge dimension of violence and despair in “young” music?

Despair because our world is without horizon: No Future !
Despair which could be the reverse, the stepping stone of hope in Life and in Humanity’s future.

Conclusion: the sacred and the Churches

If this is all true, there is an enormous challenge ahead for all religions and Christian churches. 

1. Have the churches not underestimated the importance of the sacred in the past?

2. Do the churches understand the resurgence of the sacred today?

3. Could the churches not foster the rise of this collective consciousness in favor of survival?

4. Are the churches aware of their long traditional and know how in managing the sacred?

5. Are the churches aware that they all will have to tackle the women-sacred relation?

6. Are the churches aware that women could be the most important force of reform /recreation within the Churches today? 

7. Have the Churches not a new mission in enabling the resurgence of the sacred in a constructive way?
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